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for it is permanent and growing in prosperity, contentment and numbers. Their 
task has been hard. They have been sturdily winning from the soil an abund- 
ant sustenance that was not wealth for lack of means of communication and 
exchange. The railroad is solving their problem and transforming their con- 
dition. The danger of Germanization here or of Italianization in Sao Paulo is 
non-existant. Prosperity removes the very appearance of foreign solidarity. 

The hopeless negro masses, the half-breeds of Ceara, wretched in their 
droughty land, but multiplying amazingly and peopling the Amazon with its 
scattered rubber gatherers, Brazilian economy and politics are all studied and 
described. The translator's work is excellent apart from his historical pre- 
face. The book has the advantage of maps and illustrations lacking to the 
French edition and useful if not cohering closely with the text. It will be- 
come the standard work on Brazil. Mark Jefferson. 

AFRICA 

Khont-Hon Nofer. The Lands of Ethiopia. By H. K. W. Kumm, Ph.D. 

xi and 282 pp., map and illustrations, bibliography and index. Marshall 

Brothers, Ltd., London, 1910. 6s. 9x5^. 

This is the second book by the author on his journey across the Sudan. The 
first one "From Hausaland to Egypt" (Bulletin, XLIII, 535, July, 1911), gives 
an account of the journey, and while the author does not conceal the fact that 
the main object of his travels is in the interest of missions, the book is largely 
an explorer's story. The ethical and religious conclusions of the explorer have 
been collected in this second book which is dedicated largely to the missionary 
movement. After reviewing briefly and somewhat sketchily the journey reported 
in "From Hausaland to Egypt" the author turns to the discussion of the status 
of the Sudan in modern missions. The history of Mohammedanism, including 
an account of the rise of the most virile of its branches, Senussiism, is a cumu- 
lative warning against the spread of this religion. Then follow chapters on 
Heathenism in the Sudan, History of Missions in the Sudan, The Success or 
Otherwise of Missions in Central Africa, Missionary Politics and Strategic 
Points of the Sudan from the standpoint of the battle against Mohammedanism 
and Paganism. The discussion covers a great deal of ground and the author 
has placed in this volume the conclusions which he has derived not only from 
this trip across Africa, but also from extensive observations in many lands. 
The condition of the borderland between Mohammedanism and Paganism is 
clearly described, and the call to battle is a strong one. The book will prob- 
ably fulfil its intention and stir into action a larger and more united body of 
workers in this field. 

As accessories to the main part of the book are some valuable aids which 
include besides a number of photographs, a map, a well-considered index and 
a list of the missionaries in the Sudan, an extensive bibliography of the Sudan 
containing more than 600 titles, arranged alphabetically by authors. 

R. M. Brown. 

Living Speech in Central and South Africa. An Essay Introductory 
to the Bantu Family of Languages. By A. C. Madan, M.A. 95 pp. Claren- 
don Press, Oxford, 1911. $2. 9x6. 
This is an unexpected contribution to the growing literature of the new 

philology. No question of priority is at all likely to arise for consideration by 
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the few zealous students who are doing pioneer discovery work in the new task 
of adjusting the study of speech to the history of the evolution of man. Yet it 
is interesting to note that while Mr. Madan has investigated his Bantu theme 
independently and without any apparent acquaintance with the literature of the 
new philology, his method was fully detailed by an American student at least 
five years before the date of the present volume; and in so characteristic a 
detail as his employment of the seed as representing a more primitive speech 
unit than the root he will find himself anteceded. He is dealing with the great 
agglutinative speech family of Africa, and on a priori grounds the method of 
research must be difficult of application, for the language represents an advanced 
stage in which the maximum reducibility must be to the next inferior type, the 
isolating. It is because of the action of this principle that the reduction of the 
inflected languages leads no further than to a source in agglutination. Thus, 
in carrying out his idea Mr. Madan is led to establish the seed of speech in the 
consonant structure of the Bantu to which the vowels are applicable with co- 
efficient value as modulants. In the American work upon the great isolating 
speech of Polynesia the same method of investigation and the same principles 
of research led to the establishment of the seed of speech in the vowel to which 
the consonants, as their use is acquired by training of the buccal speech organs, 
are applied with coefficient value. Inasmuch as the vocal use of the open 
throat is common to beasts and men, both using vowels; and the consonant is a 
possession of man alone, save as the appulse of certain animal cries may be 
interpreted as a movement toward consonant formation ; it will be seen that if 
the ultimate seed of the Bantu speech is the consonant the investigation is barred 
from approach to the stage where the cry was becoming differentiated into 
speech. Nevertheless the work will be warmly welcomed as indicating the 
spread of interest in this newly discovered science of speech. 

William Churchill. 

Report of a Magnetic Survey of South Africa. By J. C. Beattie. ix 

and 235 pp., maps, charts, and index. Published for The Royal Society, and 

sold by the Cambridge University Press, London, 1909. 22s. net. 12 x 9^. 

Gives the results of the magnetic survey of South Africa, the observations 

for which extended from 1898 to 1906. The reduction of the astronomical 

observations was carried out by Dr. Beattie and Mr. V. A. Lowinger. The 

region surveyed extends from L'Agulhas on the south to Victoria Falls on the 

north and from Saldanha Bay on the west to Beira on the east. More than 400 

stations were occupied. 

Wild und Wilde im Herzen Afrikas. Zw61f Jahre Jagd- und Forschungs- 

reisen. Von Hans Schomburgk. Mit einer Kartenbeilage, 8 Voll- und 103 

Textbildern nach Originalaufnahmen von Hans Schomburgk und J. McNeil 

und einem Vorwort von Carl Hagenbeck. xiv and 373 pp. and index. Egon 

Fleischel & Co., Berlin, 1910. M. 8. 9^ x t%. 

The author has here recorded the results of twelve years hunting in Central 

Africa, chiefly in German East Africa and in the British regions to the north 

of the Zambesi River. He lived a long time in the country of the Mashuku- 

lumbwe and the many pages he gives to his life and adventures in their land 

show that conditions there have wonderfully improved since they attacked and 



